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It was hard to imagine that 4 ½ years of feeding the 3rd largest U.S. Army military site in the country, Fort Lewis, Washington would pass so soon.  It is also hard to imagine how so much of whom and what I have been in my life since I was a young child influenced how the atmosphere at Fort Lewis evolved for me. More so then any other, I in the beginning had no realization that this contract of feeding the Soldiers would not only become self healing but also vector into countless positive directions for my life.  In the beginning of taking over this contract I spent many evenings meditating and clearing my mind, for being completely blind and taking on a responsibility of such a magnitude of a contract that required self allowance and belief for the internal need of salacious willingness to succeed.  Slowly but surely my confidence began to grow and things started falling into place.  Having a Military Food Service Operation that is not only overseen by myself but delegated to and orchestrated by 2 of the most fantastic Men in the food service, James R. Stevens and Russell L. Woosley enabled the realization that we have a business to be proud of via our diligence and knowledge.  It slowly became clear that we are a team that can get the job done and get it done well.  Our motto was to “Feed the Soldiers and to feed those men and women well”.  Today we still live by that statement.  
One day there was a visitor who held the title of Garrison Commander Colonel.  He sat down in my office and shared with me how his Father had read an article about me and that he (The Colonel) needed to come and meet me.  We spent a good hour talking about our work; who we are to this nation and the difference we make each and every day.  It was after that meeting that I felt inside that my journey of becoming blind, overcoming and moving on with life was a story that needed to be heard.  Since the time of opening the business we Certain Victory Food Services Inc. have been in over 10 newspapers & magazines as well as both TV/Radio shows.  We without question not only live to feed the Soldiers and keep an honorable evaluation to this U.S. Army Fort Lewis but in conjunction became a Corporation that cares about the Community and all the people in the surrounding area. Over 24% of our employees are disabled. We hire both young and old, various minorities and men and women who live in our local area. This has certainly shone that what matters is pride which we display each and every day.  This is something that can not be done nor demonstrated by a falsified, hollow self concerned company.  Certain Victory Food Services’ list of giving, donating, assisting others, and stepping forward to help a victim or a struggling family is a list that is too long to be contained in this article. However, I will share that as we come to our last year of this contract I, have received 2 Official letters of appreciation from two different 3 Star Generals, a letter of support for my achievements in giving back to the country from a State Senator and even more so a method of vision that has developed strength, courage and indomitable spirit once again.  Furthermore, I did what was most important for myself-curing and that was to write my Biography.  I titled it “Certain Victory and it has not only allowed great healing for myself but has also became a tool for many others to utilize.  I have recently been asked to speak to the Wounded Warriors that are stationed here at Fort Lewis.  The feeling to have the U.S. Army come to me and ask me to speak to young men and women who have had their lives crumbled up and thrown back to the ground with emptiness, darkness, and fear is not a speaking engagement for just any person.  I feel obligated and set forth with a task that will possibly be the difference in if a person will choose to move forward in life or not.  In conjunction with this I have received an official letter in the mail from Major General Patricia D. Horoho asking me if I would like to be the Key Note speaker for this year’s Holiday Ball for Madigan Hospital.  This group will be comprised of close to 600 people who are eager and anxious to know what I have to share with them.  So when it comes down to it I would have never thought 18 years ago that I would have be a victim who was left blind, a fighter who battled to be a survivor, a blind person who moved his life by himself to the Great Northwest  with 2 gym bags and $500.00, a Husband, Father of 2 children, a Chief Master in Korean Martial Arts, a Motivational speaker  and even most enlightening to all a man who was able to take a horror and turn it into a small spark that for some eyes to see became a flame once again………….
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